





(b) Relevant terms of the proposed consent decree or settlement
agreement, including a description of the specific obligations imposed upon the Department and
a general breakdown of the monetary terms, including any payment of costs or attorney fees;

(€) A summary of why the proposed settlement agreement or consent
decree is in the public interest; and

(d)  The Department’s timeline for meeting the obligations set forth
therein.

%) The Department shall provide the Department of Justice a summary of the
comments received prior to or simultaneous with a formal recommendation or opinion regarding
the proposed consent decree or settlement.

(6) Within 15 days of executing a consent decree or settlement agreement, the
Office of the Solicitor, with the assistance of the Office of the Chief Information Officer, shall
add a brief summary and link to the text of the decree or agreement to the searchable list posted
on the Litigation page. Simultaneously, the decree or agreement, including any maps, charts, or

other images, will be made available to the public in the Reading Room of the Department of the
Interior Library.

b. With respect to ensuring that consent decrees and settlement agreements are
consistent with the public interest and the limitations set by Congress, the Departient, including
any Bureau or Office thereof, will not recommend that the Department of Justice enter into a
consent decree or settlement agreement that:

(H Converts into a mandatory duty the otherwise discretionary authority of
the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) and/or his designees (including Bureau and Office heads)
to revise, amend, or promulgate regulations; or interferes with the Secretary and/or his
designees’ (including bureau and office heads) authority to revise, amend, or promulgate
regulations through the procedures set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act.

(2) Commits the Department or any of its Bureaus and Offices thereof to
expend funds that Congress has not appropriated and that have not been budgeted for the action
in question.

3) Requires the Department or any subdivision thereof to pay attorney fees
and costs unless the plaintiff or petitioner has established a strong likelihood of obtaining such
fees under the law; or

(4) Prohibits public disclosure of any consent decree or settlement agreement,
except to the extent necessary to protect proprietary information, such as trade secrets, or
otherwise mandated by law.




&, The following limitations and exceptions shall apply:

(1) Notwithstanding the above, this Order shall not apply to consent decrees
or settlement agreements intended to resolve personnel matters, tort claims, or contract disputes,
including, but not limited to, bid protests.

(2) Nothing in this Order shall be deemed to supersede any applicable
provision of law or judicial decree, including those mandating confidentiality.

(3) The requirements of this Order may be waived, in whole or in part, upon a
written determination by the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, or Solicitor that doing so is in the best
interest of the Department and is consistent with the Department’s statutory authority, sound
principles of democratic accountability, and constitutional separation of powers. Within 15 days,
any waiver (with appropriate redactions) shall be posted on the Litigation page.

Sec. 5 Effect of the Order. This Order is intended to improve the internal management of the
Department. This Order and any resulting reports or recommendations are not intended to, and
do not create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by a
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, instrumentalities or entities, its officers
or employees, or any other person. To the extent there is any inconsistency between the
provision of this Order and any Federal laws or regulations, the laws or regulations will control.

Sec. 6 Expiration Date. This Order is effective immediately. It will remain in effect until its
provisions are implemented and completed, or until it is amended, superseded, or revoked.
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